48      MAXIMILIAN THE DREAMER
young nobles were willing to serve under him on foot.
There does not appear to have been any event of importance before the Duchess Marie gave birth to her son at Bruges, on June 22, 1478 ; an occasion of great rejoicing. The infant prince received the name of Philippe from his Burgundian grandfather, and was held at the font by Margaret of York, the widow of Duke Charles, who had always been a warm friend of Marie. She raised the child in her arms before the assembled people, with the words : " My children, behold your young lord, Philippe of the blood of the Emperor of the Romans/' She also gave him a collar of rubies, while the Sire de Ravenstein offered a superb sword of gold, and M. de St. Pol added, as another suitable christening present, a helmet decorated with pearls and precious stones. The birth of his heir was a supreme joy to Maximilian, as it ensured the Hapsburg succession combined with the great possessions of Burgundy.
Meantime there were many dangers before the young Archduke, for although there was still a temporary truce with France, Louis XI was making steady preparations for the renewal of the war. He had ordered new and improved cannon to be made, and was strengthening his alliance with the Swiss League, and engaging a large force of mercenaries from them. The Emperor Frederick, who was unable to help his son with soldiers or money, tried what diplomacy would do, and wrote long letters to Louis XI, urging him to restore the lands of Burgundy which he had taken. To this appealr of   Wilhelm v, Hoverde, dated August  23, 1477.    See Janssen, i. 592. prince!   4   H*i«/, and added : " I will gnv ymi 1. r ! • u •• ? ;:• t- / ^ / that you may leurn to nudi* \»ai»   n fi.j   ,1 come to the govenummt of I lit* «}ui^n' * i MUMM may know how to iiml with van n,. hat- , 'c! w«* riutiiot wc*n<l«T that iii n iuoin*«nt of l)itirnu*8H slu- Mhoulil luivr tMCi'liiiiuril to hrr H«iiis thf hi'ir tif so mwh wiiht«*tl nuthority :
